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BACHELOR 
BOUNCED
“DANCING 
WITH THE STARS”:  
Reality television 
star Jake Pavelka 
is eliminated after 
judges say his 

samba lacked rhythm.   >> 2A

FOOD
HAVE PIEROGI, WILL TRAVEL: 
Evelyn Leighfield shares part of 
her Polish-American heritage by 
making traditional pierogi.   >> 1D
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BROTHER’S TESTIMONY

“HE IS A KILLER”:  Leon Horlbeck 
(left) testifies that his brother, 
Rafael (right), gunned down 
15-year-old Jermel Brown in 
Charleston in a fit of rage over 
an unpaid debt.   >> 1B

WEATHER OUTLOOK

Mostly sunny. 
High 70. Low 48.
Complete 5-day 
forecast, 12B

WADE SPEES/STAFF

Isle of Palms City Council voted 9-0 to limit the number of overnight guests in newly 
constructed rental homes.

12 is enough

BY JESSICA JOHNSON
The Post and Courier

ISLE OF PALMS — The white-
capped waves of the ocean 
beckon from the crest of the 
Isle of Palms connector and 
thousands flock to them once 
the weather warms, sometimes 
renting large island homes for 
vacations. 

But City Council took a 
unanimous step Tuesday night 
to give some relief to residents 
living among the large short-
term rentals. Council voted 
9-0 to limit the number of 
overnight guests in newly 
constructed rental homes to 
no more than 12.

It’s another in a handful of 
changes made in the coastal 
community over the years in 
the hopes of taking back beach 
neighborhoods from loud, un-
ruly guests.

As the region has grown, resi-
dents have seen an increasing 
number of roomier vacation 
rentals. Some call them mini-
hotels, where large crowds 
gather, infringing on the peace 
of people living next door. 

“I really think 12 (guests are) 
enough in any one house,” 
resident Linda Lynch said.

Council discussed impos-
ing the 12-person limit to all 

Council moves to limit number staying in new rentals

ISLE OF PALMS Oil slick
a major
threat to
coastline
Crews unable to contain
spill from platform blast

BY HOLBROOK MOHR
and CAIN BURDEAU
Associated Press

BILOXI, MISS. — This time, it’s not 
a hurricane that threatens to wreck 
their livelihoods, it’s a blob of black 
ooze slowly making its way toward the 
Gulf Coast.

Hotel owners, fishermen and restau-
rateurs are keeping anxious watch as 
an oil slick spreads from a wrecked 
drilling rig site like a giant, filthy 
ink blot. Fore-
c a s t e r s  s a i d 
it could wash 
ashore within 
days near deli-
cate wetlands, 
oyster beds and 
pristine white-sand beaches.

Crews have not been able to stop 
thousands of barrels of oil from 
spewing out of the sea f loor since 
an April 20 explosion destroyed the 
Deepwater Horizon, which was drill-
ing 50 miles off the Louisiana coast.

Eleven workers are missing and 
presumed dead, and the cause of the 
explosion has not been determined.

Louis Skrmetta, 54, runs a com-
pany called Ship Island Excursions 
that takes tourists to the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, where white-sand 
beaches and green water create an 
idyllic landscape.

“This is the worst possible thing that 
could happen to the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast,” he said. “It will wipe out the 
oyster industry. Shrimping wouldn’t 
recover for years. It would kill family 
tourism. That’s our livelihood.”

As crews struggled to contain the 
oil slick, Coast Guard officials said 

MISSISSIPPI, LOUISIANA

BY DAVID W. MacDOUGALL
The Post and Courier

ROCKVILLE — The Coast 
Guard is searching off the coast 
of Florida for a locally based 
commercial fishing boat that 

has not been heard from since 
Sunday.

At least one of the four crew-
men aboard the missing long-
liner is a local resident, Walter 
F. Schwuchow III, 35, of Wad-
malaw Island.

The boat, the Whitewater 
II, spends about half the year 
working out of Cherry Point. 
It was expected to return 
May 5 from a two-week trip with 
a load of swordfish and tuna.

The Coast Guard said the 
63-foot vessel had last made 
contact with its shore station 
via satellite phone about 5 p.m. 

Sunday. Before Sunday evening, 
the crew had been contacting 
the boat’s owner and its sister 
ship, Whitewater I, every 10 
hours, the Coast Guard said.

The boat’s last known loca-
tion was about 230 miles off the 
coast of Mayport, Fla. A Coast 

Whitewater II not heard from since Sunday

Local fishing boat missing off Fla.
COAST GUARD SEARCH
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WADE SPEES/STAFF

Republican candidate for 
governor Nikki Haley

About the series
The Post and Courier is profiling 

the seven candidates for governor. 
This week we feature the Republi-
cans; next week it’s the Democrats’ 
turn. The winner of each party’s 
primary June 8 will face off Nov. 2
in the general election. For more 
political news, including information 
on registering to vote, go to 
postandcourier.com/
politics.

REPUBLICANS
Mon.: U.S. Rep. Gresham Barrett
Tue.: Lt. Gov. Andre Bauer
Today: State Rep. Nikki Haley
Thurs.: Att. Gen. Henry McMaster

DEMOCRATS
May 3: State Sen. Robert Ford
May 4: State Education Sup. Jim Rex
May 5: State Sen. Vincent Sheheen

S.C. GOVERNOR’S RACE: THE CANDIDATES

Haley looks to make
state electoral history

BY ROBERT BEHRE
The Post and Courier

State Rep. Nikki Haley whisked into 
the dining room at the Wescott Plan-
tation Golf Club in North Charleston 
knowing the audience should be a 
friendly one.

She was speaking to the monthly 

meeting of the Jessamine Chapter 
of the American Business Women’s 
Association, a networking group for 
Lowcountry businesswomen.

Haley, R-Lexington, is the only 
woman running for governor.

“There’s nothing I love more than 
getting together with a group of 
girlfriends,” she told the 30 women. 
“Thank you for getting together and 
helping each other.”

But Haley also made it clear that 

Lawmaker wants to be
first female governor

Please see HALEY, Page 9A

To help
Anyone with 

information on 
the whereabouts 
of the Whitewater 
II and its crew is 
asked to contact 
the Coast Guard at 
904-564-7511.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR

MAISHA ROUNDS: The third-
grade instructor at Sanders-Clyde 
Elementary School is named 
Charleston County Teacher of the 
Year.   >> 1B

BRIAN HICKS

JAMES ISLAND 
BIDDING: Why has 
James Island Mayor 
Mary Clark’s son 
gotten $75,000 
in town contracts 
in the past few 

months? It has nothing to do with 
nepotism, Clark says.   >> 1B

COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL
NEW BULLDOG: 
Chuck Driesell is 
officially welcomed 
as The Citadel’s 
28th head coach.   
>> 1C

Isle of Palms
All newly constructed 

vacation rentals would cap 
overnight guests at 12.

Current licenses would be grand-
fathered in. About 15 percent of 
the island’s current short-term 
rentals allow more than 12 guests.

◗

◗

Inside
Gulf spill shadows 
hearing for S.C. 
exploration. 3B
 

Please see OIL, Page 12A

Other islands
Sullivan’s Island placed a 

moratorium on new vacation 
rentals in 2000 and restricted 
overnight guests to 12 and 
temporary guests to 24.

Folly Beach has no laws on 
the books restricting guests in 
vacation rentals.

◗

◗

Please see BOAT, Page 9A

Please see GUESTS, Page 9A

LAWMAKERS LOOK TO 
TIGHTEN PRIVACY, 4A

T H E  S O U T H’S  O L D E S T  DA I LY  N E W S PA P E R .  F O U N D E D 1803 
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she’s not expecting her gender 
alone to win her many votes.

“People love the idea of a 
woman governor, but mainly 
they love the idea of an ac-
countant who understands the 
value of a dollar,” she said, hav-
ing mentioned earlier that she 
began doing the books for her 
family’s business at age 13.

“It wasn’t until I got to Clem-
son that I realized that wasn’t 
normal,” she joked.

Haley told them about her 
unusual background, growing 
up as a daughter of Indian im-
migrants in the small town of 
Bamberg.

Working for her family’s busi-
ness taught her a central theme 
of her campaign: “How hard it 
is to make a dollar and how easy 
it is for government to take it.”

She explained her fight with 
fellow Republican lawmak-
ers over getting their votes on 
the record, a battle she took up 
after the Legislature approved 
retirement perquisites for law-
makers on a voice vote.

“To this day you can’t find 
one legislator who will say they 
voted themselves a pay raise,” 
she said.

The House leadership fought 
back by stripping her of posi-
tions she had gained through 
seniority, but there are more 
votes on record these days. 
“They were trying to show my 
colleagues what happens when 
we step out of line,” she said, 
adding that she has become a 
believer in term limits.

Shirlie  Taylor of the Jessa-
mine Chapter said she hasn’t 
decided who she will vote for, 
and noted that Haley wasn’t in-
vited here simply to campaign. 
“We wanted her to come talk 
to us about how we, as business 
owners, can talk to people in 
state government and get our 
points across,” she said.

Haley obliged, encouraging 
the women to learn the names 
of their representatives and 
senators in Columbia, then find 
out if they prefer people to com-
municate with them via e-mail, 
phone calls or face-to-face.

“If you don’t hear back from 
them, it’s a problem,” she said, 
adding that many elected offi-
cials are scared of the current 
voter mood. “And it’s a beauti-
ful thing. … You ride that wave 
and understand that you’re in 
power.”

Haley then talked about one 
of the biggest issues in the race 
— South Carolina’s 12.2 percent 
unemployment rate, among the 
nation’s highest.

She said she wants the state to 
review every tax and fee, and 
eliminate income taxes for 
small businesses. While she 
doesn’t criticize the sizable in-
centive package offered to lure 
Boeing to North Charleston, 
she said, “Ninety-five percent 
of our economy is small busi-
ness. Let’s take care of the small 
businesses we already have.”

Haley appeared at ease with 
the crowd, and when she fin-
ished her brief speech and 
opened the floor for questions, 
she cracked a joke when no one 
instantly raised their hand. 
“Was I that good?” she asked.

A woman then asked why 
South Carolina has the few-
est women lawmakers of any 
state, and Haley explained that 
it’s not because so few win, it’s 
because so few run.

She said women offer a lot 
because they are so balanced, 
then mentioned a quote from 
Margaret Thatcher: “If you 
want something said, ask a 
man; if you want something 
done, ask a woman.”

Haley can be considered a 
long shot, since she trails in 
fundraising and has a more 
limited political resume than 
her opponents.

But she bragged on one point: 
She snared 83 percent of the 
vote in her 2008 race, the high-
est of any GOP state lawmaker 

in a contested race that year.
She also is considered the 

political heir apparent to Gov. 
Mark Sanford — his ex-wife 
Jenny has endorsed her — but 
she doesn’t mention the San-
fords on this stop. His  revela-
tions of an Argentinian mis-
tress and an extensive ethics 
probe have eroded his political 
sway.

If Haley can’t expect the 
women’s vote simply because 
she hopes to become the state’s 
first woman governor, perhaps 
she can expect it because of 
what she says.

“That was a ‘wow!’ ” Jessamine 
Chapter president Kathy Ber-
man said after Haley finished 
and left for another event in 
Goose Creek. “I feel like I have 
a much better idea of who she 
is. Gosh, I think it’s awesome 
that she’s running.”
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Haley looks to make 
state electoral history
HALEY From Page 1A
   

Haley quits her job
 Associated Press

COLUMBIA — State Rep. 
Nikki Haley has quit her 
$110,000-a-year job at a hos-
pital foundation in South 
Carolina.

Lexington Medical Cen-
ter board member Lyman 
Whitehead said Tuesday 
that Haley’s departure was 
announced at a board meet-
ing last week.

Haley campaign spokes-

man Tim Pearson said the 
information from the hos-
pital was correct, and Haley 
left shortly after a successful 
fundraising event.

Lexington Medical spokes-
woman Jennifer Wilson said 
Haley voluntarily left to run 
full time for governor, and 
her last day was Friday.

The Lexington Republi-
can is one of four seeking 
the GOP nomination in the 
June 8 primary.

Council limits number of overnight guests

new rental licenses and lapsed 
licenses but decided to apply it 
only to new construction in-
stead. Mayor Dick Cronin said 
the change would prevent city 
staff from deciding whether a 
license had lapsed. 

Limits also would be applied 
to significantly altered homes. 

The city will hold a public 
hearing on the issue in May 
before giving the ordinance a 
final reading.

Council said the intent of the 
ordinance is to stop developers 
from essentially opening busi-
nesses in residential neighbor-
hoods. Isle of Palms isn’t the 
only community trying to keep 

residents in mind. 
Folly Beach City Council 

plans to consider establish-
ing rules in which complaints 
about vacationers could affect 
a rental home owner’s chances 
of renewing his or her rental 
license, said Aaron Pope, Folly 
Beach zoning administrator. 

There, city officials had dis-
cussed limiting the number of 
overnight guests in vacation 
rentals but chose not to, Pope 
said. 

Some Folly Beach residents 
feel like their quality of life 
suffers as large crowds gather 
at rental homes, he said.

“The residents we do have out 
here sometimes feel like they 
are being held hostage by the 

huge 10-bedroom house next 
door,” Pope said.

Vacationers might invite their 
friends and family, and before 
you know it, 25 guests are in one 
beach home surrounded by hap-
hazardly parked cars, he said. 
That also has been a common 
complaint on the Isle of Palms.

Residents often ask why their 
city can’t be more like Sulli-
van’s Island, a beach town with 
higher property values and a 
more residential feel. It was 
one of the first beaches in the 
area to place restrictions on va-
cation rentals. A moratorium 
was placed on all new rental 
licenses in 2000 and limited 
overnight guests to 12.

Some residents have asked the 

Isle of Palms to study how simi-
lar rules would affect property-
tax revenues. 

The Isle of Palms beach has 
been envisioned as a resort 
since its beginning. Resident 
Joe Settimio said the new rules 
might be too little too late. The 
large homes should never have 
been allowed in the first place, 
he said, adding that he’s against 
anything the Isle of Palms 
council does.

“They let the cat out of the bag 
way too long ago and now they 
want to take everything back,” 
Settimio said.

Reach Jessica Johnson at 
937-5921 or jjohnson@post
andcourier.com.

Local fishing boat missing off Fla.
Guard C-130 long-range sur-
veillance aircraft was search-
ing the waters off the coast of 
Jacksonville on Tuesday.

The boat’s operator, Steve 
Sozio, is from New York, Coast 
Guard Petty Officer Cynthia 
Beckert said. She did not know 
the hometowns of the other two 
crewmen, Larry Dermes and 
Shawn Lawson.

Schwuchow’s father,  Buddy  
Schwuchow of Wadmalaw 
Island, said his  son has worked 
on the water most of his adult 
life. “He’s been shrimping for 
a long time, and he’s done 
some longlining,” Schwuchow 
said.

“This isn’t his first trip out. 
Steve (the boat’s captain) called 
him last week and wanted him 
to go out because he was short 
a crew member.”

Schwuchow said he and his 
wife were upset that their son’s 
boat was missing. “I don’t know 
what’s going on,” he said.

He did not know the boat 
was missing until he received 
a phone call telling  him the 
story was on postandcourier.
com.

The crew is reported to have 
survival equipment on board, 
including lifejackets, f lares, 
radar, and food and water, the 
Coast Guard said. There was 
enough food on board for a 
two-week trip.

Oliver Burwell, manager of 
Cherry Point Seafood, said 
he thought Whitewater II’s 
crew might be having some 
kind of electrical problem 
t hat  d i s abled t he  r ad io 
communications.

“We have no confirmation 
that the crew is in danger,” 
Burwell said. “When you have 
no contact in the normal time 
span, it’s standard procedure to 
notify the Coast Guard.”

Burwell said the seafood 
company notified the boat’s 
owner, who in turn contacted 
the Coast Guard.

The boat is equipped with an 
Emergency Position Indicating 
Radio Beacon,  which has not 
gone off yet, Burwell said.

“And all of their lifejackets 
have GPS devices on them,” he 
said.

Some of the boat’s antici-
pated cargo of swordfish and 
tuna is expected to be sold to 
local restaurants, Burwell said. 
“And the rest of it goes all over 
the country, wherever we can 
sell it.”

The Coast Guard was ex-
pected to discontinue its aerial 
search at darkness and resume 
at first light today, said Beck-
ert, public information officer 
for the Coast Guard’s Seventh 
District.

Reach David W. MacDougall 
at macdougd@postandcourier.
com or 937-5655.
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